
PLACES of  the PASSION

Golgotha

Carrying his own cross, he went out to what is called the 
Place of a Skull, which in Aramaic is called Golgotha. 

There they crucified him with two others, 
one on each side, and Jesus in the middle.

- John 19:17-18

Good Friday
April 2, 2021
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Today’s service is quite different from any other service we 
have. That’s because Good Friday is unlike any other day in the life 
of a Christian—God goes to the cross to die. Yes, he really does die!

 Yet, it is good for us to focus on Jesus on Good Friday, even as 
he hangs in agony, because he does so for us. He suffers and dies for 
our sins and for the sins of the entire world, fulfilling the Scriptures 
all the while. Due to this stark contrast of sorrow and joy which is 
unlike any other we experience throughout the church year; this 
service is unique.

To help us consider these things, there will be no preservice or 
postservice music. Silence is unique in our services, but it is meant to 
help us prayerfully think upon what all of this means for us.

We will further sense this uniqueness as we sing hymns like “O 
Sacred Head, Now Wounded” and “Oh, Darkest Woe.” Both hymns 
bring before our eyes the depth of suffering the Savior went through; 
but they also rightly join our voices in joy over what the Savior has 
done for us.

We will hear how the Savior was the unique being who could 
fulfill the Scriptures that were written about this unique day—
sections like Isaiah 53 and Psalm 22. The Savior suffers the very 
things that were written centuries before he even walked the earth. 
What sorrow it is to know that our sin brought such things upon him; 
what joy to know that he took such things upon himself so that we 
would be saved.

We will ponder the unique words of Jesus as he hangs on the 
cross for us—seven phrases that are spoken for our good. Each of 
these words will be paired with a verse from the hymn, “Jesus, In 
Your Dying Woes,” which was written to help Christians further 
consider the words Jesus spoke as he neared his final breaths. We will 
also see the life of this unique Savior visibly fading away through the 
extinguishing of candles, one for each word he speaks. But notice 
what will happen at the end of this service; the seventh candle is lit 
again as a beacon of hope that we hold onto until we meet again for 
worship on Easter Sunday.

Still, Easter is not here—not yet. For today, we ponder the 
depth of our sin and the depth of our Savior’s love as he suffers and 
dies for us. Our Savior is unique, which makes today’s service 
unique—let’s treat Good Friday as such with reverent reflection.
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ORDER OF SERVICE

OPENING HYMN O Sacred Head, Now Wounded | CW 105 (1-4)
All: All O sacred head, now wounded, 

With grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded, 
With thorns your only crown,
O sacred head, no glory 
Now from your face does shine;
Yet, though despised and gory, 
I joy to call you mine.

Men: Men mock and taunt and jeer you, 
They smite your countenance,
Though mighty worlds shall fear you 
And flee before your glance.
How pale you are with anguish, 
With sore abuse and scorn!
Your eyes with pain now languish 
That once were bright as morn!

Women: Now from your cheeks has vanished 
Their color, once so fair;
From your red lips is banished 
The splendor that was there.
Grim death with cruel rigor  
Has robbed you of your life;
Thus you have lost your vigor, 
Your strength, in this sad strife.

All: My burden in your passion, 
Lord, you have borne for me,
For it was my transgression 
My shame, on Calvary.
I cast me down before you; 
Wrath is my rightful lot.
Have mercy, I implore you; 
Redeemer, spurn me not!

Please stand.
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RESPONSIVE READING  Isaiah 52:13-53:12 
M: Look, my servant will succeed. He will rise. He will be lifted up. 

He will be highly exalted. Just as many were appalled at him—
C: his appearance was so disfigured that he did not look like a 

man, and his form was disfigured more than any other 
person—

M: so he will sprinkle many nations, and kings will shut their 
mouths because of him,

C: because they will see something they had never been told 
before, and they will understand something they had never 
heard before.

M: Who has believed our report, and to whom has the arm of the 
Lord been revealed?

C: He grew up before him like a tender shoot and like a root 
from dry ground.

M: He had no attractiveness and no majesty. When we saw him, 
nothing about his appearance made us desire him. He was 
despised and rejected by men, a man who knew grief, who was 
well acquainted with suffering.

C: Like someone whom people cannot bear to look at, he was 
despised, and we thought nothing of him.

M: Surely he was taking up our weaknesses, and he was carrying our 
sufferings. We thought it was because of God that he was 
stricken, smitten, and afflicted, but it was because of our 
rebellion that he was pierced. 

C: He was crushed for the guilt our sins deserved. The 
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his 
wounds we are healed.

M: We all have gone astray like sheep. Each of us has turned to his 
own way, but the Lord has charged all our guilt to him.

C: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his 
mouth. Like a lamb he was led to the slaughter, and like a sheep 
that is silent in front of its shearers, he did not open his mouth.

M: He was taken away without a fair trial and without justice, and of 
his generation, who even cared? So, he was cut off from the land 
of the living. He was struck because of the rebellion of my people.

C: They would have assigned him a grave with the wicked, but 
he was given a grave with the rich in his death, because he 
had done no violence, and no deceit was in his mouth.
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M: Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and to allow him to 
suffer. Because you made his life a guilt offering, he will see 
offspring. He will prolong his days, and the Lord’s gracious plan 
will succeed in his hand.

C: After his soul experiences anguish, he will see the light of life. 
He will provide satisfaction. Through their knowledge of him, 
my just servant will justify the many, for he himself carried 
their guilt.

M: Therefore I will give him an allotment among the great, and with 
the strong he will share plunder, because he poured out his life to 
death, and he let himself be counted with rebellious sinners.

C: He himself carried the sin of many, and he intercedes for the 
rebels. (EHV©)

Be seated.

SERMON Listen to the Servant

MEN’S QUARTET Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed

FIRST AND SECOND WORDS Luke 23:26-43 

26 As they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, who was 
coming from the country. They placed the cross on him and made him 
carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large crowd of people was following him, 
including women who were mourning and wailing for him. 28 Jesus 
turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, stop weeping for me, 
but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 Be sure of this: The 
days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, 
the wombs that never gave birth, and the breasts that never nursed.’ 

30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and 
to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things to the green 
wood, what will happen to the dry?”

32 Two other men, who were criminals, were led away with Jesus 
to be executed.

33 When they came to the place called The Skull, they crucified 
him there with the criminals, one on his right and the other on his left.

34 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing.”

They cast lots to divide his garments among them. 35 The people 
stood watching. 
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The rulers were ridiculing him, saying, “He saved others. Let him 
save himself, if this is the Christ of God, the Chosen One!”

36 The soldiers also made fun of him. Coming up to him, they 
offered him sour wine, 37 saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, 
save yourself!”

38 There was also an inscription written above him: “This is the 
King of the Jews.”

39 One of the criminals hanging there was blaspheming him, 
saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”

40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God, since 
you are under the same condemnation? 41 We are punished justly, for 
we are receiving what we deserve for what we have done, but this 
man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come in your kingdom.” 

43 Jesus said to him, “Amen I tell you: Today you will be with me 
in paradise.” (EHV©)

RESPONSE Jesus, In Your Dying Woes |CW 139 (1,2)
Jesus, in your dying woes,
Even while your lifeblood flows,
Craving pardon for your foes:
Hear us, holy Jesus!

Jesus, pitying the sighs
Of the thief who near you dies,
Promising him paradise:
Hear us, holy Jesus!

The first two candles are extinguished. 

THIRD WORD John 19:25-27 
25 Jesus’ mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, 

and Mary Magdalene were standing near the cross.
26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved 

standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son!” 
27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother!” And from that 
time this disciple took her into his own home. (EHV©)
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RESPONSE Jesus, In Your Dying Woes | CW 139 (3,4)
Jesus, loving to the end
Her whose heart your sorrows rend,
And your dearest human friend:
Hear us, holy Jesus!

Jesus, plunged in depths unknown
With our evil foe alone,
While no light from heav'n is shown:
Hear us, holy Jesus!

The third candle is extinguished. 

FOURTH WORD Matthew 27:45-49
45 From the sixth hour until the ninth hour, there was darkness 

over all the land. 46 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?” which means “My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?”

47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “This 
fellow is calling for Elijah.”

48 Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge, and soaked it with 
sour wine. Then he put it on a stick and gave him a drink. 49 The rest 
said, “Leave him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” (EHV©)

Please stand.
RESPONSIVE READING  Psalm 22 (Selected Verses) 
M: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? My groaning 

does nothing to save me.
C: My God, I call out by day, but you do not answer. I call out 

by night, but there is no relief for me. 
M: Yet you are seated as the Holy One, praised by Israel. 
C: In you our fathers trusted. They trusted and you delivered 

them.
M: They cried out to you, and they were rescued. 
C: They trusted in you, and they were not disappointed.
M: But I am a worm and not a man, scorned by men and despised 

by the people. All who see me mock me. They sneer. They 
shake their heads. 

C: They say, “Trust in the Lord.” “Let the Lord deliver him. 
Let him rescue him, if he delights in him.”
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M: But you are the one who brought me out of the belly. You made 
me trust when I was at my mother’s breasts.

C: I was cast on you from the womb. From the belly of my 
mother you have been my God.

M: Do not be distant from me, for distress is near, and there is no 
one to help.

C: Like water I am poured out. All my bones are pulled apart. 
M: My heart has become like wax. It has melted in the middle of 

my chest.
C: My strength is dried up like broken pottery, and my tongue 

is stuck to the roof of my mouth.
M: You lay me in the dust of death.
C: For dogs have surrounded me. A band of evil men has 

encircled me. They have pierced my hands and my feet.
M: I can count all my bones. They stare and gloat over me. 
C: They divide my garments among them. For my clothing they 

cast lots.
M: But you, O Lord, do not be distant. 
All: O my Strength, come quickly to help me. (EHV©)
Be seated

The fourth candle is extinguished.

FIFTH AND SIXTH WORDS John 19:28-30
28 After this, knowing that everything had now been finished, and 

to fulfill the Scripture, Jesus said, “I thirst.”
29 A jar full of sour wine was sitting there. So they put a sponge 

soaked in sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished!” 

Then, bowing his head, he gave up his spirit. (EHV©)

RESPONSE Jesus, in Your Dying Woes | CW 139 (5,6)
Jesus, in your thirst and pain,
While your wounds the lifeblood drain,
Thus fulfilling Scripture's plan:
Hear us, holy Jesus!
Jesus, all our ransom paid,
All your Father's will obeyed,
By your suff'rings perfect made:
Hear us, holy Jesus!
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The fifth and sixth candles are extinguished.

SEVENTH WORD Luke 23:44-46
44 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the 

whole land until the ninth hour, 45 while the sun was darkened. Then 
the curtain of the temple was torn in two. 46 Jesus cried out with a loud 
voice, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” When he had 
said this, he breathed his last. (EHV©)

RESPONSE Jesus, in Your Dying Woes | CW 139 (7)
Jesus, all your labor vast,
All your woe and conflict past,
Yielding up your soul at last:
Hear us, holy Jesus.

The seventh candle is extinguished.

HYMN  Oh, Darkest Woe | CW 137
Pastors: Oh, darkest woe!

O tears, forth flow!
Has earth so sad a wonder?
God the Father's only Son
Now is buried yonder.

Pastors: Oh, sorrow dread!
Our God is dead, 
He paid our great redemption. 
Jesus' death upon the cross 
Gained for us salvation.

Pastors: Lo, stained with blood,
The Lamb of God,
The Bridegroom, lies before you,
Pouring out his life that he
May to life restore you.

All: How blest shall be
Eternally
Who oft in faith will ponder
Why the glorious Prince of life
Should be buried yonder.
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All: O Jesus blest,
My Help and Rest,
With tears I now entreat you:
Make me love you to the last
Till in heav'n I greet you.

The seventh candle is lit.

Please stand.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: God Most Holy, look with mercy on this your family for whom 

our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, be given over 
into the hands of the wicked, and suffer death upon the cross. 
Keep us always faithful to him, our only Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 

come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread; forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours now and forever. Amen.  

Be seated.

CLOSING HYMN O Sacred Head, Now Wounded (CW 105 v. 5-7)
All: What language shall I borrow 

To thank you, dearest Friend,
For this, your dying sorrow, 
Your pity without end?
Oh, make me yours forever, 
And keep me strong and true;
Lord, let me never, never 
Outlive my love for you.
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Pastors: My Savior, then be near me 
When death is at my door;
Then let your presence cheer me; 
Forsake me nevermore!
When soul and body languish, 
Oh, leave me not alone,
But take away my anguish 
By virtue of your own!

All:  Lord, be my consolation, 
My shield when I must die;
Remind me of your passion 
When my last hour draws nigh.
My eyes shall then behold you, 
Upon your cross will dwell;
My heart will then enfold you – 
Who dies in faith dies well!

† The congregation will be dismissed by the ushers from the back to 
the front. However, you are welcome to remain in solemn 
meditation and prayer as long as you would like. 

† When you leave, please observe silence, keeping visiting and noise 
to a minimum. 

† You can place any offerings you brought, along with your filled out 
connect card, in the slots of the Information Booth. 

† We will return with joyous tones of fellowship and praise on Easter 
morning. Worship services are at 7:00 & 9:30 AM.



12

ST. PAUL'S EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids WI 54495
715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org


